
OLA 6th

Catholic Independent Day School
Welcoming girls and boys of all faiths and none



OLA Mission Statement

As God’s family we learn to love, 

respect and forgive – guided by 

His Word.

We believe that God creates each 

of us as a unique person with 

gifts that need to be recognised, 

celebrated and developed. 

Inspired by the words of our 

foundress, Catherine McAuley, 

“To each according to their 

needs”, we encourage a respect 

for every individual, regardless of 

background, beliefs or ability.

Our aim is to develop a loving, 

caring and welcoming community 

in which all may grow as children 

of God. To develop skills for life 

in an ever-changing world, we 

cherish integrity, compassion, 

openness, forgiveness and 

reconciliation, co-operation and 

courage.

We nurture wisdom, the value of 

learning, independent thinking, a 

sense of self-worth and care for 

each other so that all may reach 

their full potential.
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Welcome to OLA 6th

OLA 6th is a unique place, well known for its friendly, 
supportive environment, its fun, creative and inspiring 
teaching and small class sizes. A Sixth Form that strives 
to be flexible in providing the courses you want to do 
and the co-curricular activities you want to enjoy.

Our examination results speak for themselves.  
In 2020, 56% of OLA A-level students achieved A*–A.  
We sit within the top 5% of schools in England for 
adding value at A level, meaning we can help you 
succeed significantly beyond your baseline  
predictions based on your GCSE results.

How do we do it? Our success comes from a 
combination of six key factors, which create the  
unique OLA learning adventure:

1    Small school
2    Small classes and our courses 
3    Enjoyable and innovative learning
4    Highly praised pastoral care
5    Family community
6    Catholic Christian ethos

This prospectus will introduce you to each of these 
factors and show how together they can deliver your 
OLA 6th success. 

OLA 6th supports its Sixth Formers in starting their 
journey to become multi-dimensional, open-minded 
and resilient young adults. Whatever you want to be, 
or wherever you want to go, we will guide you with our 
expert teaching and outstanding advice.

Our Sixth Formers go on to the very best universities, 
including Cambridge and Oxford, and our alumni are 
performing to the highest levels in their chosen careers 
across the world. 

Interested in finding out more? Read on, then book into 
an Open Morning, an OLA 6th Open Evening or arrange 
a private visit.

I look forward to welcoming you to OLA 6th very soon. 

Dr Elizabeth Lawson
Head of OLA 6th
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Small school

Facilities
All of the key facilities of the Senior School are used 
by OLA 6th students: Science laboratories, Design 
Technology workshops, the gym and professionally 
maintained Sports field, Art, Food and Textiles 
studios and our own indoor 25m swimming pool.

The Sixth Form Centre is located at the top of the 
school building and set apart from the rest of the 
school. It includes classrooms, a study suite and a 
common room.

Co-curricular 
Being a small school also means you have every 
opportunity to pursue the co-curricular programme 
you want. The range is wide and varied. Clubs  
and societies, sports, choirs and orchestras, the  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, and domestic and 
overseas travel.

We encourage students to go even further by taking 
the lead setting up new clubs, directing a play, 
leading an ensemble, becoming a prefect, which 
includes the roles of Head Boy and Head Girl for the 
Senior School, joining the School Council, mentoring 
younger students or by leading House activities. 

Scholarships
Each academic year, OLA makes available a range  
of OLA 6th Scholarship awards. Because our Lower 
Sixth is small you have more of a chance of obtaining 
an Academic, Art, Design Technology, Drama, Music, 
Sports or Textiles award, than you 
would in other, larger Sixth Forms.

Find out more about scholarships at
www.ola.org.uk/admissions/
mcauley-scholarship-programme.

OLA 6th is welcoming and friendly. 

Being part of a small school means that 

everyone can get to know each other 

quickly, and a friendly and supportive 

atmosphere is created. The maximum 

number of students in the Lower Sixth 

is kept around 45. The ratio of boys to 

girls is generally 50:50.

https://www.olab.org.uk/admissions/mcauley-scholarship-programme/
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Privileges 
OLA 6th students have the privilege of their own 
common room, which includes a kitchen, TV and 
pool table. They can use the school’s Café Mall, 
which serves good coffee, and a wide range of  
other refreshments and snacks.

Transport
If you live outside of Abingdon 
getting to OLA is easy as we have 
an extensive school bus transport 
system. Find out more about our 
school transport at www.ola.org.uk/
about-us/school-transport.

https://www.olab.org.uk/about-us/school-transport/


2 Key factor

The typical class size at OLA 6th is under ten 

students meaning our teachers have more 

time to work with you individually. 

You will take fewer subjects at A level than at GCSE, 
which allows for more in-depth study of subjects that 
are of genuine interest to you. 

Most students take three A levels, but we will 
consider requests to take four if you show a strong 
level of academic achievement in Senior School, 
have a clear understanding of the work commitment 
required and your career aspirations require a 
fourth A level. 

We also offer the Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ) that can be taken alongside three A levels.  
This qualification is highly regarded by universities  
as it demonstrates not only academic prowess, but 
also the ability to manage independent study. 

OLA 6th6
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The chief principle at A level is learner autonomy. 
That doesn’t mean that you are on your own, but 
you are encouraged to think more independently, 
analyse your own work and express opinions that 
are more personal. 

Examination results
In 2020 OLA recorded its most successful ever year 
of A-level results with A*–A results up 51.3% on 2019, 
with 56% of students achieving an A grade or better. 

Value added
Our recent examination results have placed  
OLA 6th in the top 5% of schools in England for 
adding value at A level, meaning students have 
achieved a significant advance over their baseline 
data predictions. Baseline data is generated from 
Durham University’s adaptive Alis test, which 
assesses vocabulary, mathematics and non-verbal 
ability. This assessment identifies individual students’ 
strengths and weaknesses, and predicts how they 
are likely to perform at A level.

A typical week in OLA 6th

During a typical week in OLA 6th students taking 
three A levels receive 24 face-to-face lessons.  
In addition they have two lessons of PE and three 
lessons of enrichment. This leaves 11 lessons (6 hrs 
40 mins) of independent study taken in our Big Study 
area each week. 

Research has shown that the most successful students 
study for 15 hours a week outside of lessons. 

UCAS 
We are equipped with the most up-to-date 
technology and resources, including the renowned 
platform Unifrog, meaning OLA 6th students have 
access to expert advice on which university courses 
might best suit their individual needs. 

You will receive high-quality assistance with the UCAS 
process: writing personal statements, university 
applications, preparing for interviews, choosing firm 
and assurance offers, and student finance. 

For more information read our Post OLA Options 
& UCAS Application Guide 2021–22. 

Oxbridge
We also regularly have success in preparing  
students for Oxbridge. These universities are 
looking for students with an inherent interest in and 
enthusiasm for their chosen course, with the ability 
to think critically.

Small classes  
       and our courses

https://www.olab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/OLA-UCAS-Booklet-2021-22.pdf
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Our enthusiastic, engaging and inspiring 

 teachers ensure an enjoyable learning 

experience for our students – enjoyment  

being the key to success.

This enjoyment is generated in many ways, including:

•   Whole- and half-day curriculum events

•   Engineering projects led by our Design 
Technology Department

•   School Art, Drama, Music and Textiles 
events that showcase student creativity 

•   Academic subject trips.

You can hear much more about OLA’s innovative 
teaching in the course feedback videos recorded  
by our A-level students in our  
24/7 OLA 6th Virtual Experience. 
To enter the experience register at  
www.ola.org.uk/registration- 
for-ola-6th-virtual-experience. 

Enjoyable and  
innovative learning
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Key factor 3

9



4 Key factor

A major strength of OLA is our highly  

praised pastoral system built on a close 

partnership between home and school.

Because form sizes are small you will quickly get 
to know your Form Tutor and they will get to know 
what you require to progress. You will also have a 
Personal Tutor who will track your progress  
using baseline data and provide support and 
teaching-time adjustment if required. 

Study support 
The transition to independent study from the 
structured format of GCSEs can be difficult for many 
students. We understand this challenge and support 
you every step of the way to help you adjust.

At the beginning of Lower Sixth all independent 
study periods are supervised to help you build the 
skills required to study on your own and make the 
most of such study opportunities.

OLA 6th10
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Teaching staff closely monitor how effectively 
students are adapting and progressing. If good 
progress is shown students move over to 
Constructive Time periods, which offer more 
flexibility in how to manage time, allowing students 
to fit in a trip to the gym, for example.

Enrichment Programme
The Enrichment Programme is designed to give 
students the opportunity to develop a whole  
range of skills beyond academic subjects. All OLA 6th 
students receive the following experiences alongside 
their studies:

•    Work-related learning
•   Community participation/volunteering
•    Personal development.

Life Skills sessions
Our Life Skills sessions are delivered through a 
combination of teacher-led sessions, where practical 

issues are explored in depth, and talks from external 
speakers whose expertise gives students a wider 
perspective on specific topic areas.

Regular feedback sessions are held with students to 
ensure that the areas we cover in Life Skills are of 
interest and relevant to them, and delivered in an 
appropriate and engaging way.

OLA 6th dress code
We are preparing you not only for university, but for 
the world of work, therefore our dress code requires 
you to wear clothes that are smart  
and business-like. You can find full  
details of these requirements at  
www.ola.org.uk/ 
ola-6th-dress-code-and-pe-kit.

Highly praised  
       pastoral care

I was encouraged by a fantastic 
range of hard-working, 
inspiring and supportive staff 
whose enthusiasm for their 
subjects really showed.

“

”

https://www.olab.org.uk/ola-6th-dress-code-and-pe-kit/
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Family community  
Our close family community creates a deep  
sense of belonging and support. 

This is achieved through: 

•   A close working relationship between teaching 
staff, students and parents 

•   The weekly term-time parents’ eNewsletter 

•   A system of parent class representatives who 
report to the Parent Voice group, resolving 
issues and providing feedback. OLA encourages 
an open dialogue between home and school.

Catholic Christian ethos 
Our school ethos is Catholic Christian, welcoming 
students of all faiths and none. Our education 
is holistic, meaning that, as well as ensuring 
students flourish academically, we also foster  
in them the values they will need for life beyond 
the classroom.  

Family community & 
Catholic Christian ethos

Choosing this friendly 
and stimulating school is 
the best decision I have 
ever made.  

“

”
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Key factors

13

These include integrity, compassion, openness, 
forgiveness and reconciliation, co-operation and 
courage. All go towards helping students act in 
accordance with our motto, “Whatever you do, do 
it well”, and to become the very best that they can 
be in accordance with OLA’s mission statement. 
Education in these values permeates OLA 6th and 
takes many forms, including:

Assemblies: Whole-school assemblies take place 
twice a week, helping students to develop their 
understanding of themselves and of the world, 
within the context of the school’s Catholic 
Christian ethos.

Worship: Mass is celebrated throughout the year 
in our historic and beautiful school chapel, with 
students attending in year groups. 

Chaplaincy: Our staff  and student Chaplaincy Team 
runs a series of faith-based activities across the year.

5 6&
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Admissions

OLA 6th14
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Visits and open events
We run Open Mornings for OLA 6th 
throughout the year where you can 
tour the school and meet Dr Lawson, 
our Head of OLA 6th. You can see 
our current Open Morning schedule 
at www.ola.org.uk/open.  

We also run Open Evenings in 
June and October each year for 
prospective students and parents 
to talk to A-level subject leaders and 
hear more about OLA 6th. You can 
find out more and register for an 
event at www.ola.org.uk/ola-6th-open-evenings.

Or, if you prefer, you can make an individual 
appointment to visit through our Admissions 
Office at www.ola.org.uk/contact-us/contact-
admission/.  

How to join OLA
Parents are required to provide a 
recent school report and predicted 
GCSE grades (or equivalent 
qualifications), and (if relevant) SEN 
information for a Learning Support 
evaluation. We will contact the student’s current 
school to obtain a reference. 

Prospective Sixth Form students are encouraged to 
apply early in order to secure their choice of A-level 
subjects. All applicants will be required to attend an 
interview with our Principal or our Head of OLA 6th. 
To find out more, including details about OLA 6th 
Scholarships, visit www.ola.org.uk/admissions-
ola-6th. 

If you have any questions about OLA 6th or our 
admissions process, please get in touch. 

We hope to meet you soon. 

Email: admissions@ola.org.uk 
Telephone: 01235 544808
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https://www.olab.org.uk/about-us/open/
www.olab.org.uk/contact-us/contact-admission/


Radley Road  |  Abingdon-on-Thames  |  Oxfordshire  |  OX14 3PS  |  01235 544808 
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