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OLA Sixth Form is a unique place. Our strapline is ‘Achieve More’ and 
throughout five and a half terms we offer our students the opportunity 
to develop their own set of transferable skills in order to do just that.  
We prepare students with a strong foundation from which to embrace 
the challenges of their future and within the modern workplace. We 
equip them with the ability to make judgements, show empathy 
and build a moral compass, whilst following their own academic 
thread. 

OLA offers a broad range of A Level options alongside the Extended 
Project Qualification, with all subjects being delivered in small classes 
by expert classroom practitioners. Students are encouraged to have 
more independence in their studies in preparation for the demands of 
higher education. They are assigned private study periods and dedicated 
study skills sessions in order to help them meet our high expectations 
for academic success. 

At OLA the key to achieving more is our close knowledge of each and 
every student and the supportive and nurturing environment 
that we offer. Not only does every student have a personal tutor 
providing academic and pastoral advice, they also have access to an 
experienced UCAS adviser and dedicated careers coordinator on-site. 
Furthermore, our Sixth Form Centre gives our students the space to work 
independently, share conversation and experiences with peers and tutors 
alike and – of course – to relax. OLA encourages a thriving social life and 
we are keen for students to build influential and lasting relationships.

There are also infinite opportunities for development outside the 
classroom: Drama, Art and Design, Music, Sport, school leadership,  
public speaking and a broad enrichment and skills programme are 
just the beginning.

OLA supports its sixth formers in starting their journey to become  
multi-dimensional, open-minded and resilient young adults. Whatever 
they want to be, or wherever they want to go, we will guide them with 
our expert teaching and outstanding advice.

We look forward to welcoming you to OLA Sixth Form. 

Dr Elizabeth Lawson – Head of Sixth Form 

Welcome
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OLA’s Sixth Form enjoys an excellent reputation for producing confident 
learners, ready for the next steps to college, university and the world of 
work. We are proud that, as a small school, we offer a broad range 
of subjects. Classes are small, with a generous staff-to-student ratio, 
meaning that students are stretched and supported throughout their  
A Level courses. 

The Sixth Form curriculum 
Our choice of subjects and the structure of the curriculum have been 
designed to match the priorities of universities who prefer students with 
high A Level grades (in preference to greater numbers with lower grades) 
and evidence of independence in learning.

After GCSE results we take care to ensure that students are matched 
with subjects that are right for them, particularly if they are aiming for 
a university professional qualification in such areas as Medicine or 
Engineering.

Students take their subjects to A Level over two years. Three A Levels 
are chosen as a basis, but there is also the possibility to take a fourth in 
Further Mathematics where this is appropriate.

For most students, the fourth curriculum option is an Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ). The EPQ is highly regarded by universities 
as it demonstrates not only academic prowess, but also the ability to 
manage independent study. Completed in the Lower Sixth, the EPQ is 
a solid qualification to put on the UCAS form and gives a talking point 
for references now there are no longer AS Levels to support predicted 
grades. 

Attainment and progress 
Students are given the baseline minimum grades targets we expect 
them to achieve and exceed, based on Alis data provided by the Centre 
for Evaluation and Monitoring at Durham University. 

Alis is a post-16 monitoring system designed to provide an individualised 
learner profile, and we use this system to set high expectations for every 
student and to measure and celebrate success. Progress is monitored 
throughout the course and data shared with parents. Half-termly 
progress checks are available via the OLA Parent Portal in addition to 
reports and parent consultation evenings. 

Study skills
Study comes more easily to some than others, and the transition to 
independent learning is therefore supported with study skills sessions 
and supervised study periods. Work in study periods takes place in a 
dedicated Sixth Form section of the well-stocked library, at one of the 
many computers in our spacious Sixth Form study or in one of the 
individual study cubicles. Students who prove they have the ability to 
work without supervision, based on their progress and effort grades, are 
given increasing independence. 

Academic life 

Olivia joined us from Rye St Anthony in Year 9. 
Studying English, Latin and Religious Studies at  
A Level she also added an A* EPQ in Anglo Saxon to 
her academic qualifications in order to secure her 
place at Girton College, Cambridge. 



A well-rounded education is about developing as a 
person alongside achieving excellent qualifications. 
Parents and visitors consistently comment on the 
maturity, and presentation and communication skills of 
our students. 
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In school 
The Sixth Form offers a sweep of opportunities for students to further 
their interests and broaden their horizons. A wide-ranging Enrichment 
Programme in the Lower Sixth offers courses on subjects including 
History of Art, Philosophy and Critical Thinking. In addition, external 
speakers and teams offer talks and activities to develop confidence, 
social skills and emotional awareness. 

Within the school, sixth formers are expected to take responsibility not 
only for themselves, but also for others in the community, acting as role 
models and school leaders. The Prefect system, the House Captaincy, 
School Ambassador and Peer Mentoring schemes give the chance for 
any sixth former to develop leadership skills, self-esteem and self-
confidence. Sixth formers take part in a panoply of clubs and societies, 
often initiating these and running them themselves, from coaching 
dance and drama and conducting choirs, through to lifeguarding and 
organising mock-elections. Integration with the younger pupils in our 
Junior and Senior Schools is both rewarding in itself and is proof of 
character on a personal statement. 

In the community 
OLA Sixth Form has an active involvement in many charities through 
‘Mission Efforts’ and our link with schools in Uganda. Sixth formers also 
have the opportunity to take part in the Active Service Volunteering 
Programme working in the community at schools, charities and care 
homes. This hands-on work is challenging to many. But the experience  
of communicating and helping the young, the old and the vulnerable is, 
for many, one of the most enriching and significant elements of their 
time at OLA. 

Further afield 
Many sixth formers opt to take their Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award. 
This means also embarking on significant work in the community and 
undertaking challenging field trips and expeditions, both in the UK and 
across the globe. Teams of students visit our twinned schools in Uganda, 
and recent expeditions to Vietnam and Borneo have provided physical 
challenges as well as helped communities in developing counties. 
Through various clubs and societies students have had the chance to 
see shows on Broadway, sail in the Aegean, ski in the Rockies, sing in 
Venice, and play netball in Barbados. 

Beyond the classroom



In this high-pressure world we understand that making friends, having 
the chance to chill out, and stress-busting through sport are not added 
extras but essential to success in the classroom.

The modern Sixth Form Centre is situated in a wing of the beautiful 
nineteenth-century convent where OLA began. The heart of this self-
contained area is the large student common room with its separate 
kitchen. This space has been stylishly designed and decorated by our 
talented art students. 

The Sixth Form has its own unique identity within the school and the 
two year groups work and live closely together. Lower and Upper Sixth 
collaborate to organise charity and social events and together have 
complete responsibility for maintaining their own environment. 

In addition, sixth formers are given their own swipe card to eat lunch or 
sip a cappuccino at break in the Café Mall in the main school foyer. 

Students are also encouraged to take responsibility for their own health 
and well-being by making use of OLA’s indoor swimming pool and sports 
facilities as well as having the opportunity to sign up for a local gym at a 
discounted rate. Some sixth formers use the privilege of being permitted 
to sign out from school at lunch times to run or work-out.

Sam has been at OLA since Year 7. Despite being 
registered blind, he has had a sparkling school career 
intellectually as well as representing England at 
Goalball. A Levels in History, Religious Studies and 
Economics have equipped him for his degree in Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics at Jesus College, Oxford. 

Off-duty at OLA
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UCAS
Application to university through UCAS is an important time in the 
Sixth Form calendar. From Trinity Term in the Lower Sixth, students are 
supported in their university applications by the Head of Sixth Form 
and a dedicated team who help students identify the right future for 
themselves and craft personal statements. They also write references 
based on in-depth knowledge of our students. In Enrichment, students 
are taught how to manage on-line resources and search tools to 
supplement the comprehensive library of university prospectuses, 
information leaflets and guidance available in the Sixth Form Centre. 
We also arrange a whole-year group visit to a university to help inform 
students about the questions they should be asking when choosing the 
right institution for them. 

In addition, specialist help is given to those applying early for Oxbridge 
or for Law, Medicine and Veterinary Science courses where additional 
entrance examinations and national tests, such as UKCAT and BMAT, 
have to be taken. Close links with Trinity College, Oxford and Peterhouse, 
Cambridge assist this process. For these and other universities that 
require candidates to attend interviews, we arrange realistic interview 
practice with external specialists. 

Other courses
OLA has a very strong record in the Arts. Gifted students regularly go on 
to prestigious courses for Art Foundation, Drama and Music. Individual 
help is given with assembling portfolios and approaching auditions.

For students wanting vocational courses or apprenticeships our Head of 
Careers will help look for opportunities and guide choices. All students 
can also benefit from the careers guidance service provided through 
OLA by ‘Inspiring Futures’, which offers a careers experience course. OLA 
runs an annual Careers Convention with two other schools in Abingdon, 
enabling students to meet employers face-to-face and find out about 
the many career paths available to them. We also run biennial evenings 
exclusively for OLA students, with one year dealing with specialist 
applications in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Law and Oxbridge 
and the next creative applications for careers from the fashion industry 
to film and television design. 

The next levelWhatever path they choose – higher education or a 
career – we aim to give all students the support and 
encouragement they need to realise their ambitions.



Sixth Form  |  Radley Road  |  Abingdon  |  Oxfordshire  |  OX14 3PS  |  01235 524658 

admissions@olab.org.uk  |  www.olab.org.uk

OLA 
Playing Fields

OLA

Abingdon

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   A
41

83
   

                Radley Road

St. John’s Road
    Audlett Drive

   O
xfo

rd 
Ro

ad
    

 

Entrance &
 Car Park 

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
 Vine

ya
rd 

Abingdon 
Town Centre 

We are always pleased to arrange visits for prospective 
pupils and parents. You may wish to book an individual visit 
to have a look around, or to come along to an Open Day.

To arrange a visit, please contact the Admissions Office  
on 01235 524658 or email admissions@olab.org.uk. 


