
 

 
 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM POLICY 
 

AIM 
To set out the principles which guide the design of the school curriculum and to present information 
on how they are currently applied in practice. 

 
1.0 PRINCIPLES 
1.1 OLA offers a curriculum which provides a wide range of academic and other experiences for 

its pupils. In keeping with our Mission Statement, we recognise that every pupil has different 
talents and we wish to provide opportunities to develop these, whatever they may be. 
Accordingly, the curriculum covers aesthetic and creative, linguistic, mathematical, physical, 
religious, scientific and technological areas, most of which are  further supported by co- 
curricular activities, clubs or visits. The essential skills of speaking, listening, literacy and 
numeracy are developed not only in English and Mathematics, but also  in other lessons 
across the curriculum. 

1.2 Human, moral and spiritual social development is promoted through the PSHE programme 
and also through the religious side of school life, both of which reflect the aims and ethos of 
the School, and both of which assist pupils to develop a personal moral or spiritual basis for 
their lives. 

1.3 Input on economic matters and core British values is promoted through the PSHE 
programme and school assemblies as well as through curriculum subjects such as Religious 
Studies, History and Geography. 

1.4 A programme of careers guidance is in place, which makes pupils aware of the continuing 
breadth of opportunities available to them after school and prepares them to gain access to 
the ones they choose. 

1.5 We are committed to ensuring that pupils are able to participate as fully as possible, in all 
areas of the curriculum, and that everyone has the opportunity to learn and make progress. 
To meet the needs of individuals, we employ a wide range of strategies – differentiation, 
setting, individual timetables, small groups and learning support are all used regularly. In 
addition, after some of the reporting periods, individual targets are set in report r eading 
sessions. The work of the Scholars and More Able Co-ordinator and  the  McAuley Society 
is also a part of the OLA strategy for meeting individual needs. 

1.6 Some pupils have a first language that is not English.  OLA has an established system of support 
for these pupils (see Provision for pupils for whom English is an additional language). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OLA is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment. 



Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 

Ability Setting/Banding 
 

Year 7 
 

SUBJECT NOTES 

French French bands are drawn up on entry based on previous exposure to the 
language and/or ability (including VR scores) and are adjusted as necessary. 

 

Mathematics 
Provisional Mathematics bands are drawn up on entry based on information 
from the entrance examination and are adjusted as necessary, based on the 
results of a common test taken 
towards the end of November, at which point they become sets. Further 
adjustments may be made if necessary throughout the year. 

Spanish 
Spanish bands are drawn up on entry based on previous exposure to the 
language and/or ability (including VR scores) and are adjusted as necessary. 

 
 

Year 8 
 

English  
Setting is based on performance during Year 7. Set placings are discussed fully 
by the staff concerned and movement between sets takes place if appropriate. 
Sciences are split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The timetable works in 
such a way that a pupil must be in the same set for all three sciences. 

French/Spanish 

Latin 

Mathematics 

Sciences 
 
 
 

Year 9 
 

English  
Setting is based on performance during Year 8. Set placings are discussed fully 
by the staff concerned and movement between sets takes place if appropriate. 
Sciences are split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The timetable works in 
such a way that a pupil must be in the same set for all three sciences. 

French/Spanish 

Mathematics 

Sciences 

 
 

 

Years 10 and 11 
 

 

English  

Setting is based on performance during Year 9. Set placings are discussed fully 
by the staff concerned and movement between sets takes place if appropriate. 
Sciences are split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The timetable works in 
such a way that a pupil must be in the same set for all three sciences. 

French/Spanish 

Mathematics 

Sciences 

 
 

OLA is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 



Appendix 2 

Option choices 

Year 9 

Pupils choose two subjects/pairs of subjects from a list which is reviewed annually. The list for 2018- 
2019 is as follows: 

 

Latin French/Spanish 

Music & Drama Technology & Textiles 

 

Year 10 

Compulsory subjects at GCSE or IGCSE are English, English Literature, French/Spanish, Mathematics, 
Religious Studies and Science leading towards the Combined Science qualification (worth two GCSEs) 
or the Separate Science qualification (worth three GCSEs). In addition, pupils may choose one subject 
from each of 3 option pools. P o o l s are constructed to enable as many pupils as possible to study 
the subjects of their choice. GCSE Option Pools for2018-2020: 

 

Pool 1 Pool 2 Pool 3 

Art Art Drama 

Food History Geography 

Geography Music History 

Latin Physical Education Technology 

Physical Education Spanish Textiles 

Technology Technology  

 

Sixth form 

In the Lower Sixth, students are encouraged to choose up to 3 subjects from the 4 option p oo l s 
on offer. P oo l s are constructed to enable as many students as possible to study the subjects of 
their    choice. Lower Sixth Option Pools for 2018-2020: 

 

    

Art Geography Biology Chemistry 

Geography Physical Education Business Drama 

History Physics English Economics 

Latin Psychology Further Mathematics French 

Mathematics Spanish Religious Studies Technology 

Music   Textiles 
 

Additional examined subjects in the timetable: EPQ. 

In the Lower Sixth, all students have 3 lessons of Enrichment (EP) which is fixed for Monday afternoons 
and 2 lessons of games/sport on Wednesday afternoon. 

 

 

OLA is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers 
to share this commitment. 



Appendix 3 

Curriculum summary 

An overview of the curriculum is available on request. 
 
 

Additional notes: 
 

 Pupils wishing to study French, Latin or Spanish as an option at GCSE level must select the subject in 
Year 9. 

 Non-examination Physical Education/Games is compulsory throughout the school. 

 PSHE is compulsory throughout the school. 
 Provision for pupils with SEND is done on an individual basis and may include a reduced timetable 

and/or additional support. Where feasible, provision is made for pupils with SEND to access all 
areas of the curriculum. 

 Although 3 A Levels is the norm in the Sixth Form, there is some flexibility, and according to their 
needs, students may be advised to study fewer subjects. Some students may choose Further 
Mathematics as an additional A Level and some may choose to complete the EPQ (Extended 
Project Qualification). 

 In the Sixth  Form,  8 periods  a week  are timetabled for  all subjects. Classes with  fewer than 
4 students may have a reduced amount of contact time with a teacher. 

 The non-examination Enrichment Programme is an essential part of the Sixth Form curriculum. It 
includes essential life skills, religious studies, careers advice, community service, visits and visiting 
speakers and covers a wide range of topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLA is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 


